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Welcome to the 43rd edition of Sustainability Snippets 

 

Congratulations to the winners of the 2019 Excellence 

in the Environment Awards. 

 

Top honours went to City of Newcastle for their efforts 

to bring the city up to world-leading environmental 

standards through initiatives such as implementing a 

whole-of-council sustainability framework based on 

leading-edge United Nations’ sustainable development 

goals, a 5MW solar farm, 5000 new LED street lights 

and electric vehicle charging stations. View the case 

study. 

 

The prestigious Louise Petchell Memorial Award for 

Individual Sustainability went to City of Newcastle’s 

Innovation and Sustainability Coordinator, Adam 

Clarke. Adam has shown outstanding leadership in 

being able to inspire, educate, advocate and deliver on 

key sustainability projects for City of Newcastle. 

 

Read on for further case studies of wining projects. 

Climate change grants announced 

Thirteen councils have been successful for funding in 

Round 2 of the Increasing Resilience to Climate 

Change (IRCC) grants program, a partnership 

between LGNSW and the NSW Department of 

Planning, Industry and Environment to address climate 

change risks and vulnerabilities facing NSW councils. 

Round 3 is opening mid 2020. 

 

Call for action on climate change 

In response to the catastrophic bushfires devastating 

parts of Queensland and New South Wales, 14 

mayors from fire-stricken councils supported a 

statement calling for the federal government to 

acknowledge the link between bushfires and climate 

change and deliver better resources and support for 

communities on the front lines.   

 

Green Globe winners 

Congratulations to Waverley, Woollahra and 
Randwick Councils for their Solar my School 
Program winning the Public Sector Leadership 
Award and Tweed Shire Council’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the NSW Government’s 
Green Globe Awards. Other local government 
finalists include: 

• City of Sydney: Green Square Town Centre 

• Local Government Super: Local Government 
Super Property Portfolio 

•  Wollongong City Council: Council Aiming for the 6 
Green Stars 

• Parkes Shire Council: Forging a Sustainable 
Water Servicing Future 

 

https://lgnsw.org.au/events-training/excellence-environment-awards/2019-winners
https://lgnsw.org.au/events-training/excellence-environment-awards/2019-winners
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/581/CityofNewcastle-Smart_Liveable%26Sustainable_Newcastle.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/581/CityofNewcastle-Smart_Liveable%26Sustainable_Newcastle.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/581/CityofNewcastle-Smart_Liveable%26Sustainable_Newcastle.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/581/CityofNewcastle-Smart_Liveable%26Sustainable_Newcastle.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/IRCC_Round2_grant_recipients.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/IRCC_Round2_grant_recipients.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/policy/increasing-resilience-climate-change
https://lgnsw.org.au/policy/increasing-resilience-climate-change
https://lgnsw.org.au/policy/increasing-resilience-climate-change
https://lgnsw.org.au/policy/increasing-resilience-climate-change
https://citiespowerpartnership.org.au/2019/11/15/mayors-on-the-bushfire-battleground-make-climate-call/
https://citiespowerpartnership.org.au/2019/11/15/mayors-on-the-bushfire-battleground-make-climate-call/
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-support/awards-and-recognition/green-globe-awards/awards/2019-winners-and-finalists
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-support/awards-and-recognition/green-globe-awards/awards/2019-winners-and-finalists
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Solar-powered electric vehicles 

The CSIRO has developed solar-powered electric 

vehicle charging technology. This new system links 

rooftop solar with a battery system and smart 

technology to manage the way cars are charged. Plus, 

it’s designed with the Australian household in mind. 

 

Councils 100% renewable 

The Cities of Sydney and Newcastle say their 

operations will be powered by renewable energy from 

2020, actions that will both save money and reduce 

emissions, the councils said in separate 

announcements. 

 

The City of Newcastle said it would make NSW history 

by becoming the first council to use 100 percent 

renewables for its needs, having signed an agreement 

to buy electricity from retailer Flow Power. 

 

The City of Sydney agreement, also with Flow Power, 

will ensure all operations, including pools, sports fields, 

depots and buildings, including the historic Sydney 

Town Hall, will be powered by 100% renewable 

energy. The new commitment will cut emissions by 

around 20,000 tonnes a year – equivalent to the power 

consumption of 8,000 households. Read the full 

article. 

 

How sustainable is your 
accommodation stay?  

Australia is becoming better at understanding how we 

can make our buildings more energy, waste and water 

efficient. Getting an environmental rating is a crucial 

first step to understand how each building is operating, 

gauge its impact and start contributing to a healthier 

environment. Office buildings using NABERS to 

measure environmental performance report an 

average improvement in emissions of 11.5%.  

 

Hotel owners and operators tell us they will use 

environmental rating tools when their guests ask them 

to. Government procurement will be a key driver. 

LGNSW’s recent Annual Conference endorsed a 

motion that Councils preference hotels with a third-

party environmental performance rating when they are 

staying in metropolitan areas.  City of Sydney is 

leading the charge, amending its own employee travel 

policy so that staff preference hotels with a third-party 

environmental performance rating, where 

accommodation costs are in line with the applicable 

ATO accommodation rates. LGNSW is also 

advocating that Australian and NSW government staff 

only use hotels holding a rating or certification for 

metropolitan based accommodation requirements. 

 

Speak to City of Sydney on 9246 7826 or read more 

here on questions for your preferred hotels and online 

booking platforms.  

 

Resources 

Every building counts 

Every building counts: A practical plan for emissions 

reduction is a policy toolkit jointly developed by the 

Property Council of Australia and Green Building 

Council of Australia (GBCA). The package includes 75 

recommendations to federal, state and territory and 

local governments, designed to transform Australia’s 

built environment and achieve net zero emissions by 

2050. Buildings currently account for over 50% of 

Australia’s electricity use and almost a quarter of our 

carbon emissions. 

 

Coastal risks increasing from rising sea levels 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s 

(IPCC) latest Special Report on the Ocean and 

Cryosphere in a Changing Climate states sea level is 

rising at an increasing rate, alongside ocean warming 

and acidification, which will increase risks for low-lying 

coastal communities and biodiversity. 

 

Transitioning fleets to EV 

Councils and other entities considering ways to 

transition their fleets to electric vehicles can now use a 

free calculator. Charge Together Fleets (created by 

the Electric Vehicle Council and Evenergi and used by 

90 fleets) combines data including the Total Cost of 

Ownership of electric versus fossil fuel engines, 

vehicle guides, and ways to collectively procure. 

 

Climate change risk assessments 

DPIE has updated the Guide to Climate Change Risk 

Assessment for NSW Local Government. The update 

includes advice on reviewing previous climate change 

risk assessments and how to incorporate within the 

IP&R framework. 

 Consultations 

LGNSW environment team’s submissions to a number 

of government initiatives are available, including the 

recent: 

• COAG waste export ban consultation  

• The future use of mixed waste organic outputs  

• Draft Guidelines for consultants reporting in 

contaminated land  

• Review of the coast and estuary grants program  

https://blog.csiro.au/solar-powered-electric-vehicles-cars-charged/?utm_source=Snapshot-November-2019&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=Snapshot
https://blog.csiro.au/solar-powered-electric-vehicles-cars-charged/?utm_source=Snapshot-November-2019&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=Snapshot
https://blog.csiro.au/solar-powered-electric-vehicles-cars-charged/?utm_source=Snapshot-November-2019&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=Snapshot
https://blog.csiro.au/solar-powered-electric-vehicles-cars-charged/?utm_source=Snapshot-November-2019&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=Snapshot
https://news.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/articles/100-per-cent-renewable-energy-deal-struck-for-the-city
https://news.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/articles/100-per-cent-renewable-energy-deal-struck-for-the-city
https://www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/Council/News/Latest-News/City-sets-sights-on-100-renewable-electricity-targ
https://www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/Council/News/Latest-News/City-sets-sights-on-100-renewable-electricity-targ
https://alga.asn.au/sydney-and-newcastle-councils-renewables-deals/
https://alga.asn.au/sydney-and-newcastle-councils-renewables-deals/
https://alga.asn.au/sydney-and-newcastle-councils-renewables-deals/
https://alga.asn.au/sydney-and-newcastle-councils-renewables-deals/
https://www.nabers.gov.au/about/what-nabers/why-nabers
https://www.nabers.gov.au/about/what-nabers/why-nabers
https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/317582/Why-choose-sustainable-accommodation.pdf
https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/317582/Why-choose-sustainable-accommodation.pdf
https://www.everybuildingcounts.com.au/
https://www.everybuildingcounts.com.au/
https://www.everybuildingcounts.com.au/
https://www.everybuildingcounts.com.au/
https://www.ipcc.ch/srocc/
https://www.ipcc.ch/srocc/
https://www.ipcc.ch/srocc/
https://www.ipcc.ch/srocc/
https://fleets.chargetogether.org/
https://fleets.chargetogether.org/
https://fleets.chargetogether.org/article/total-cost-of-ownership/
https://fleets.chargetogether.org/article/total-cost-of-ownership/
https://fleets.chargetogether.org/article/total-cost-of-ownership/
https://fleets.chargetogether.org/article/total-cost-of-ownership/
https://climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/NARCLim/Files/Section-4-PDFs/Guide-to-CCRA-for-local-government.pdf?la=en&hash=AF898990C85DE8CE30B4581A05C07830AEFD729B
https://climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/NARCLim/Files/Section-4-PDFs/Guide-to-CCRA-for-local-government.pdf?la=en&hash=AF898990C85DE8CE30B4581A05C07830AEFD729B
https://climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/NARCLim/Files/Section-4-PDFs/Guide-to-CCRA-for-local-government.pdf?la=en&hash=AF898990C85DE8CE30B4581A05C07830AEFD729B
https://climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/NARCLim/Files/Section-4-PDFs/Guide-to-CCRA-for-local-government.pdf?la=en&hash=AF898990C85DE8CE30B4581A05C07830AEFD729B
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/submissions
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/submissions
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/LGNSW_Submission_on_COAG_waste_export_ban.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/LGNSW_Submission_on_COAG_waste_export_ban.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/LGNSW_submission_on_future_use_of_mixed_organics.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/LGNSW_submission_on_future_use_of_mixed_organics.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/Submission_Guidelines_for_consultants_reporting_on_contaminated_land.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/Submission_Guidelines_for_consultants_reporting_on_contaminated_land.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/Submission_Guidelines_for_consultants_reporting_on_contaminated_land.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/Submission_Guidelines_for_consultants_reporting_on_contaminated_land.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/Submission_Review%20_of_Coast_and_Estuary_Grants_Program_2019.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/Submission_Review%20_of_Coast_and_Estuary_Grants_Program_2019.pdf
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Case studies 

Parkes Shire Council - Parkes recycled water 

scheme 

The Recycled Water Scheme allows significant reuse 

of effluent, which reduces both environmental 

discharges and potable water consumption. The 

Scheme reuses 2ML of treated wastewater each day 

while also ensuring parks and greenspaces are 

maintained in prime condition - even during peak 

demand and dry times.  

 

 
 

Waverley Council - Building Futures Program 

Building Futures targets strata buildings with dedicated 

advice and support to deliver reductions in energy use, 

greenhouse emissions and water use and improve 

waste management. In 2018-2019, 10 strata buildings 

in Bondi Junction collectively achieved a 20% average 

reduction in common area energy use. On average, 

participant buildings will save >$10,000/year on 

electricity bills and deliver close to 600 tonnes 

emission reductions/per year.  

 

 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Council - Meet the 

Hastings - Which Bin? 

Meet the Hastings Family - Harry, Lucy, Hannah, Joey 

and Timmy, your regular family trying to do their best 

to manage their household waste, for a cleaner, more 

sustainable local environment. While the ‘Which Bin?’ 

message is serious, the Hastings family delivers it with 

a large dose of humour and a sprinkling of light 

heartedness, addressing research which shows more 

than 50% of items found in the red bin don’t actually 

belong there.  

 

 
 

Holiday playlist 

Needs some tunes while travelling these holidays? 
Check out the CSIROs playlists with theme songs 
for science, geology, oceans, robots, insects, and 
more. 

Events 

Webinar:  Net zero emissions and climate resilience - 

Guidance for Local Councils, Thursday 12 December, 

2:00 pm – 3:00pm.  Register now  

 

Best Practice Asbestos Forum for Councils, 20 

February 2020, Narrabri 

 

LGNSW International Women’s Day Lunch, 6 March 

2020, Sydney 

 

 

Wishing you a safe, sustainable and merry Christmas! 

 

 

SUBSCRIPTION 

To subscribe to this electronic newsletter, visit 

lgnsw.org.au/policy/ecologically-sustainable-development/news     

 

 

PROGRAM CONTACT                                

Denise Anderson 

Senior Policy Officer – Environment 

Local Government NSW 

E denise.anderson@lgnsw.org.au   

P 9242 405

 

https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/ParkesShire-Parkes_Recycled_Water_Scheme.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/ParkesShire-Parkes_Recycled_Water_Scheme.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/581/WaverleyCouncil-BuildingFuturesProgram.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/581/WaverleyCouncil-BuildingFuturesProgram.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/PortMacquarie-HastingsCouncil-Meet_the_Hastings.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/PortMacquarie-HastingsCouncil-Meet_the_Hastings.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/PortMacquarie-HastingsCouncil-Meet_the_Hastings.pdf
https://open.spotify.com/user/fs8pbo7y0dk9h4grl0mghwsdd
https://open.spotify.com/user/fs8pbo7y0dk9h4grl0mghwsdd
https://climateandnetzero.eventbrite.com.au/
https://climateandnetzero.eventbrite.com.au/
https://lgnsw.org.au/events-training/best-practice-asbestos-forum-councils-4
https://lgnsw.org.au/events-training/best-practice-asbestos-forum-councils-4
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http://www.lgnsw.org.au/policy/ecologically-sustainable-development/news
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